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Urgent Global Virus Network Media Briefing: Ebola in the DRC – Frontline and 

Global Experts Provide Updates & Answer Questions on the Outbreak, Risks, and 

Response (Wednesday, June 10, 2026, at 8:00–9:00 a.m. EDT) 

Quick recap 

This press briefing organized by the Global Virus Network (GVN) in association with the University of South 

Florida (host of GVN’s international headquarters) brought together international experts to provide timely 

information on the current Ebola outbreak in the Democratic Republic of the Congo caused by the Bundibugyo 

ebolavirus. The panel included Professor Jean-Jacques Muyembe from INRB, Professor Yap Boum II from Africa 

CDC, Professor Maria van Kerkhove from WHO, Professor Sten Vermund from GVN and USF, Professor Robert 

F. Garry Jr. from Tulane University, and Professor Salim Abdool Karim from CAPRISA. The experts discussed key 

challenges including the need to restore community trust, security concerns due to armed groups in the 

region, and the complexity of responding to a new virus strain with no specific treatments or vaccines 

available. They highlighted that only 64% of contacts were being traced compared to the usual 80–90% and 

emphasized the importance of comprehensive public health measures including case detection, isolation, 

infection control, and contact tracing. The panelists noted that testing capacity had been increased through 

expanded laboratory networks and same-day sample processing, while emphasizing the urgent need for rapid 

point-of-care diagnostic tests to improve case detection, isolation, contact tracing, and infection-control 

measures. Professor Muyembe reported approximately 550 confirmed cases, 101 deaths, and a case fatality 

rate of about 18%. The experts expressed hope for potential clinical trials of therapeutics and vaccines while 

stressing that early clinical care and supportive treatment could save lives even without specific treatments for 

this new Ebola strain. 

Summary 

Global Virus Network Press Briefing 

Christian Bréchot introduced the Global Virus Network, a science-based, apolitical network co-founded in 

2011 by Dr. Robert C. Gallo that includes over 90 research centers in over 40 countries. He outlined the 



structure of the press briefing, which featured a panel of six experts including Professors Muyembe, Abdool 

Karim, and Boum who were providing first-hand information on the situation in the Democratic Republic of 

the Congo. The panelists were introduced, including Professor Jean-Jacques Muyembe as the Director General 

of the Institut National de Recherche Biomédicale (INRB) in the DRC and a pioneer in Ebola research. 

Ebola Outbreak Response Discussion 

Dr. Bréchot led a discussion with experts about the current Ebola outbreak, asking each participant to share 

the most important message for the public and journalists. Professor Muyembe identified restoring 

community trust and addressing security challenges as key issues, noting that out of 1,200 samples analyzed 

between May 14 and May 30, only 343 were positive for Ebola. He reported approximately 550 confirmed 

cases, 101 deaths, and a case fatality rate of about 18%. The contact tracing response was reported at 64%, 

which is below the usual 80–90% range. Professor Yap Boum II from Africa CDC was expected to participate 

but experienced technical difficulties due to a delayed flight. 

DRC Ebola Outbreak Response Strategy 

Professor Maria van Kerkhove emphasized the importance of understanding the full extent of the Ebola 

outbreak in the DRC, noting that there were confirmed cases in 25 health zones, including 17 in Ituri, North 

Kivu, and South Kivu. She stressed that a comprehensive response under government leadership, including 

strong risk communication, community engagement, and infection prevention and control, is crucial for 

bringing the outbreak under control. Yap Boum II and Dr. Marie-Roseline Bélizaire of WHO and joining from 

the DRC alongside Boum highlighted the need for a coordinated approach led by the Ministry of Health, with a 

focus on decentralization to reach communities effectively while also addressing other health issues and 

humanitarian needs in the region. 

Ebola Outbreak Preparedness Discussion 

Dr. Vermund discussed the global infrastructure for handling Ebola outbreaks, highlighting existing high-level 

isolation centers and treatment facilities across Europe, the United States, and other countries. Robert Garry 

explained that the current Bundibugyo virus is genetically distinct from previous Ebola strains, emphasizing 

the need for preparedness and diverse surveillance systems. Abdool Karim identified challenges in 

strengthening healthcare services and the urgent need for rapid on-site diagnostics to effectively implement 

public health measures, including case detection and contact tracing. During the Q&A, Jonathan Lambert 

(NPR) inquired about current testing capacity and the potential implementation of rapid lateral flow tests. 

Muyembe explained that initial GeneXpert testing failed to detect the outbreak because the cartridges were 

designed for Ebola Zaire, but subsequent testing using alternative diagnostic platforms confirmed Bundibugyo 

Ebola infections. He also noted that testing capacity had been expanded through laboratories in Bunia, 

Rwampara, Goma, and Kinshasa. 

Ebola Outbreak Response Discussion 

The panel discussed the current Ebola outbreak caused by the Bundibugyo strain in the Democratic Republic 

of the Congo. Professor Muyembe explained that initial testing using GeneXpert platforms produced negative 

results because the cartridges were specific for Ebola Zaire. Subsequent testing using platforms including 



Altona and ReadyOne confirmed Bundibugyo Ebola infections. The discussion highlighted significant 

challenges including insecurity, mistrust, and difficulties reaching people across conflict lines. The panelists 

emphasized the importance of community engagement and trust-building through local leaders, with 

Professor Muyembe noting that reaching opinion leaders in insecure contexts remains difficult. The experts 

stressed that strengthening healthcare services, improving surveillance, and expanding rapid diagnostics are 

critical components of the response. While no specific treatments or vaccines currently exist for Bundibugyo 

Ebola, the panel discussed the possibility of evaluating therapeutics and vaccines through future clinical trials. 

 

Note 

In addition to the questions highlighted in this summary, several other journalists participated in the Q&A 

session. Their questions and the corresponding responses have been omitted for brevity but covered a range 

of topics related to outbreak response, diagnostics, surveillance, healthcare capacity, regional preparedness, 

and community engagement. All answered questions from the session can be viewed in the full meeting 

transcript or video recording available at https://gvn.org/global-virus-network-to-host-international-media-

briefing-on-ebola-outbreak-in-the-democratic-republic-of-the-congo/. 
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