
Funding a Problem

• Problem: 

• Human T-cell leukemia virus 1 (HTLV-1), the first human retrovirus discovered in 1980 by GVN Co-Founder Dr. 
Robert Gallo, is the most potent carcinogenic oncovirus and potentially the most oncogenic risk factor including 
chemical carcinogens. During a GVN meeting in Melbourne, Australia in 2017, participants learned of hyper-
endemic numbers in the Aboriginal population of Australia, though it is endemic in other regions including several 
islands of the Caribbean, and in countries such as Brazil, Iran, Japan and Peru. Financial support for HTLV-1 
research has been declining in the USA and European countries.

• Solution:

• During a GVN annual meeting in Melbourne, we organized a roundtable discussion hosted by a local ABC radio 
personality that included scientists, clinicians, patient advocates and policy-makers

• Working with an Australian patient advocate and Dr. Gallo, the GVN drafted an open letter to WHO entitled, 
“Time to eradicate HTLV-1: An Open Letter to WHO.” The letter was printed in Lancet in May 2018.

• The GVN created and implemented international media campaign and coverage.

• The GVN partnered with indigenous Aboriginal groups who are unsure of outsiders and untrusting of the medical 
community.

• The GVN educated government officials, including the Australian government who granted 8 million to ffund an 
HTLV-1 Task Force in May 2018.

• In March 2021, the World Health Organization added HTLV-1 to its threatening pathogen list.
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