
COVID-19 and Innate Immunity Case Study
Problem: GVN’s Dr. Robert Gallo and Dr. Konstantin Chumakov proposed that live attenuated 
vaccines, such as those for tuberculosis, measles, and polio, may induce protective innate 
immunity that mitigate other infectious diseases, triggering the human body’s natural emergency 
response to infections including COVID-19 and future pandemic threats.  There was a worldwide 
and national crisis, and an urgent need to communicate this idea and garner visibility and, in turn, 
funding.  The thought-leadership initiative grew to include other members of the GVN.

Media Strategy: The GVN designed and implemented an urgent media and advocacy campaign. We 
organized an exclusive in April 2020 with Amanpour & Company for an interview with Walter 
Isaacson, which resulted in millions of media impressions and subsequent syndications. Drs. Gallo 
and Chumakov published a perspective in Science in June 2020. This traction led to an enormous 
amount of worldwide and national media interest in outlets such as Associated Press, The New 
York Times, The Washington Post, Wall Street Journal, C-SPAN, USA Today, CNN, The New York 
Times, Rolling Stone, MedPage Today, The New Yorker, the Proceedings of the National Academy of 
Sciences, and notable media in other countries including China, Russia, Italy, Israel, etc. 

Government Affairs: Concurrent to the media plan, the GVN organized meetings with government 
officials to educate them on the unique idea and advocate for funding.   The media attention and 
interest from others on this idea also helped educate government officials to prioritize discussing 
and researching the idea of innate immunity for pandemic preparedness.

Catalyzing Scientists: The GVN organized multiple task force meetings with scientists from around 
the world to initiate discussions, ideas, and studies such as in the Middle East.  The GVN co-
organized an international symposium on innate immunity, moderated by David Evans, known as 
The Edge from U2, which helped move the ideas forward and stimulate studies in academia and in 
government funding.
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https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.abc4262
https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.2101718118
https://www.pbs.org/wnet/amanpour-and-company/video/can-an-oral-polio-vaccine-help-stop-the-coronavirus/
https://apnews.com/article/health-tuberculosis-us-news-ap-top-news-science-ae72d066a2caa17de91be9a60e4934b9
https://anesthesiology.wustl.edu/innate-immunity-symposium/
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